
2025 AILA GEORGIA ALABAMA CHAPTER CONFERENCE  
 

Borders & Beyond: Navigating the Maze of Immigration Law 
 
February 28 and March 1, 2025 
Emory Conference Center, 1615 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30329 
 

 

PROGRAM  
 

DAY ONE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025  

7:00 AM - 8:00 AM | REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST  
 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM | JOINT SESSION  
 

Upholding Integrity: Professionalism in Immigration Law (Professionalism CLE Credit)  
 

The Executive Director for the Georgia Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism will moderate a 
lively discussion on the meaning of professionalism. Individuals from opposite sides of the courtroom 
aisle will share their insights on questions of professional conduct.  
 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Karlise Grier, Executive Director of Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism (Atlanta, GA) 
(DL) 

●​ Randall Duncan, Retired Immigration Judge (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Elena Albamonte, Retired DHS Attorney (Brunswick, GA) 
●​ Carolina Antonini (Atlanta, GA) 

 
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM | KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
 

Ira Kurzban | Author of Kurzban’s Immigration Law Sourcebook 
 

10:00 AM - 10:10 AM | COFFEE BREAK 
 
10:10 AM - 11:10 AM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

EMPLOYMENT TRACK (Please note - two locations) 

EMPLOYMENT TRACK SESSION 1A: Lullwater 1-2 
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Complex Employment based Adjustment of Status Issues 
Spotting issues, screening inadmissibility, and case planning for potential adjustment cases 
involving 245(k), 245(c) technical fault exception, DACA/TPS/Advance Parole/Asylum 
Applicants, proper unlawful presence screening to avoid foreign nationals getting stuck abroad. 
What are the benefits, pitfalls and traps for the unwary attorney deciding to file an 
employment-based adjustment or consular processing. 

 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Nisha Karnani (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Laine Posel (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Anna Scully (Mobile, AL) 

 

EMPLOYMENT TRACK SESSION 1B: Emory Amphitheatre 

ICE Raids and I-9 Audits – Are Your Clients Prepared 
Immigration compliance has never been a hotter topic. In this presentation, we will discuss the 
difference between a raid (a term that the media loves) and an administrative warrant; what can 
employers do to prepare themselves for raids, audits and warrants; how many audits and raids 
do we expect yearly; and the importance of internal I-9 audits. 

 
Speakers: 

 
●​ Bruce Buchanan (Nashville, TN) (DL) 
●​ Jessica Cook (Atlanta, GA) 

 
REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5)  
 

How to Argue the Death of Chevron in Your Everyday Practice 
 
On June 28, 2024, the Supreme Court delivered a landmark decision in Loper Bright Enterprises 
et al. v. Raimondo overruling the longstanding Chevron deference doctrine. What are the 
implications for immigration cases? Where are the areas we can advocate that the courts should 
no longer defer to the agency and introduce new interpretations? For example, vacaturs and 
arguing the courts should not defer to the BIA on Matter of Pickering. 

  
Speakers: 

 
●​ Helen Parsonage (Winston-Salem, NC) (DL) 
●​ Kevin A. Gregg (San Diego, CA) 
●​ Michelle Lapointe, American Immigration Council Legal Director (Atlanta, GA) 

FAMILY TRACK 
​  
​ NO FAMILY-TRACK SESSION DURING THIS TIME 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

Citizenship: When is it Derived versus Acquired?  

Panelists will discuss key differences between derivation and acquisition of citizenship as well as 
why and when your client may need an original proof of citizenship, such as a Consular Report 
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of Birth Abroad (CRBA), Certificate of Citizenship, etc. Presenters will also cover the process of 
CRBA applications, N-600 applications, N-600K applications, and passport applications.  

 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Stephanie Scarborough (Jacksonville, FL) (DL) 
●​ Maria Acosta (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Kat Hoyos (Atlanta, GA) 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT TRACK (Azalea)  
 

Representation Rates in Georgia 
 
Panelists will address the gap in representation rates for detained non-citizens in Georgia, 
explain what cases they can take, and discuss the best ways to make a referral. The discussion 
will also explore additional pro-bono and low-bono opportunities. 

  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Matthew Boles (Lumpkin, GA) (DL) 
●​ Claire Gildard (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Gracie Willis (Atlanta, GA) 

 
11:10 AM - 11:15 AM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 
 
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

EMPLOYMENT TRACK (Lullwater 1-2)  

PERManently...Changing? 
Another year, another slew of changes in the PERM program. From the new Form 9089, to 
widespread layoffs, to updated Equal Pay and Recruitment guidelines from the government, the 
PERM landscape is anything but consistent. This panel will help even the most experienced 
practitioners hear about the latest trends and strategies firms are using in today's ever-changing 
PERM practice. 

 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Sarah Hawk (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Vincent Lau (Boston, MA)  
●​ Liann Campagne (Atlanta, GA) 

REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5)  

When Marijuana is Not Marijuana  

The federal courts have recently told us that marijuana and other drugs are not always what they 
seem. Panelists will cover when advocates have been able to argue that a state drug statute is 
overbroad because it does not match its federal counterpart. What drugs has this been 
successful for in the 11th circuit? What drugs should we be looking at? How do we make these 
arguments? 
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 ​ Speakers: 
 

●​ Emily Torstveit-Ngara (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Professor Michael Vastine (Gulfport, FL) 
●​ Glenn Fogle (Atlanta, GA) 

FAMILY TRACK (Emory Amphitheatre) 

Service and Sanctuary: Military Issues in Immigration Law 
 

This panel will cover the nuts and bolts of military naturalization, military I-130s, and military 
parole-in-place. Panelists will discuss the  details of peacetime versus time of military conflict 
rules, overseas naturalization, expedited naturalization, and common issues and red flags.  

  

Speakers: 
 

●​ Tracie Morgan (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Margaret Stock (Anchorage, AK) - Appearing Virtually  

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

Mastering E-1 and E-2 Visas for Business Success 
This fundamental panel will cover basic E-1 treaty trader versus E-2 treaty investor visa 
concepts, eligibility requirements, and application processes.  

 

Speakers: 
 

●​ Victoria Ger (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Caroline Taylor (Atlanta, GA) 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT TRACK (Azalea)  
 

Effective Practice Management Tools 
 

Learn from expert panelists how to set up best practices and standardization within your firm. 
We will discuss essential components of a good case management system and how to increase 
efficiency and productivity, including developing efficient workflows, intake questionnaires, 
templates, and client communications. 

  

Speakers: 
 

●​ Erin Elliott (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Alvaro A. Arauz (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Elizabeth Garvish (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Seth Bader (Atlanta, GA) 

 
12:15 PM - 12:20PM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 
 
12:20 PM - 1:20 PM | LUNCH PART 1 (Dining Hall) 
 

LUNCH BREAK: REMOVAL, FUNDAMENTALS, AND PRACTICE  
 MANAGEMENT TRACKS (DINING HALL) 

 

IN SESSION: EMPLOYMENT & FAMILY TRACKS (SEE BELOW) 
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12:20 PM - 1:20 PM | LUNCH BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
EMPLOYMENT TRACK (Lullwater 1-2)  

Getting Creative with the L's and E's 
 

Multinational companies can take advantage of both L's and E's when bringing talent over to the 
US, especially if they qualify for a Blanket L. However, Blanket L's and all E's are generally 
adjudicated at the Consulate level, leading to procedural inconsistencies and varying strategies 
depending on the company. When is each better, and what practice pitfalls should practitioners 
look out for? 

 
Speakers: 

 
●​ Devang Patel (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Sharon Cook (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Matt Ohm (Atlanta, GA) 

FAMILY TRACK (Emory Amphitheatre) 

A Brighter Future: Adoption in Immigration Law 
 

Panelists will present tips, tricks and pitfalls for assisting adoptive parents in domestic adoptions 
of foreign-born parents. Topics will include implication of the Hague Adoption Convention, 
kinship adoptions, and immigration pathways for adopted children living abroad 

 
Speakers: 

 
●​ Grace Kennedy (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Irene Steffas (Marietta, GA) 

 
1:20 PM - 1:25 PM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 
 
1:25 PM - 2:25 PM | LUNCH PART 2 (Dining Hall) 
 

LUNCH BREAK: EMPLOYMENT & FAMILY TRACKS (DINING HALL) 
 

IN SESSION: REMOVAL, FUNDAMENTALS, AND PRACTICE MANAGEMENT  
    TRACKS (SEE BELOW) 
 

1:25 PM - 2:25 PM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5)  

Litigation Toolbox: Prosecutorial Discretion and Essential Motions in Immigration Court 

When do you file a PD and when do you go straight to the court? What is equitable tolling and 
when do you use it? When can you file a motion to suppress in immigration court? When does it 
make sense to ask for a prehearing conference? Why would you file a motion for a subpoena? 
What does a motion for a subpoena look like? 
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Speakers: 
 

●​ Jessie Calmes (Smyrna, GA) (DL) 
●​ Jama Ibrahim (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Josh McCall (Gainesville, GA) 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

Untangling Out of Status, Change of Status, and Unlawful Presence 
 

Panelists will compare and contrast out of status, change of status and unlawful presence 
concepts. Discussion will center on why these concepts matter and how to use them 
strategically. 

  

Speakers: 
 

●​ Amy Myers (Birmingham, AL) (DL) 
●​ Karen Weinstock (Atlanta, GA) 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT TRACK (Azalea)  
 

Best IT and Financial Practices 
  

How to optimize your firm's finance and accounting strategies-panelists will share tools to stay 
ahead and insights into adaptive planning. 

  

Speakers: 
 

●​ Marshall Cohen (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Andrew Pourchier (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ David Tapper (Atlanta, GA) 

 
2:25 PM - 2:30 PM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 
 
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

EMPLOYMENT  TRACK 
​  
​ NO EMPLOYMENT-TRACK SESSION DURING THIS TIME 

FAMILY TRACK (Please note - two locations) 
 

FAMILY TRACK SESSION 1A: Lullwater 1-2 
 

  ​ ​ Practicing Immigration in the Second Trump Era 
 

Panelists will discuss the changes in law during the second Trump administration and strategies 
for navigating these changes. 

 
Speakers: 

 
●​ Sarah Owings (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Sui Chung, Executive Director of Americans for Immigrant Justice (Miami, FL) 

FAMILY TRACK SESSION 1B: Emory Amphitheatre 
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Navigating the New CSPA with USCIS and DOS 
 

Panelists will lay out changes to the new CSPA formula and highlight key differences between 
USCIS and DOS interpretations of the CSPA, as well as address recent litigation developments. 

  

Speakers: 
 

●​ Tara Nalepa (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Massiel Silva (Peachtree Corners, GA) 
●​ Brian Green (Littleton, CO) - Appearing Virtually 

REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5)  
 

Advanced PSG/Political Opinion Formation Workshop 
 

What are some strategies for preparing PSGs and political opinions in the 11th Circuit? Panelists 
will cover avoiding common mistakes when formulating PSGs, arguing and proving your PSG, 
recent BIA and federal appellate decisions that affect PSG claims, and the best way to present 
your PSG to the Immigration Court. 

 

 Speakers: 
 

●​ Will Miller (Atlanta, GA) (DL)  
●​ Adriana Heffley (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Amir Naim (Atlanta, GA) 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

Investing in America: Pathways to Legalization with EB-5 Visas 
 

This panel will introduce and explore integral concepts to EB-5, such as minimum required 
investment amounts, targeted employment areas (TEAs),job creation requirements, tracing the 
lawful source and path of investment funds, and the impact of the passage of the EB-5 Reform 
and Integrity Act (RIA) that drastically changed the EB-5 landscape. 

  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Hiba Ghalib (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Bhavya Chaudhary (Norcross, GA) 

 
PRACTICE MANAGEMENT TRACK (Azalea)  

 
Harnessing AI Technology to Transform Immigration Law 

 
Discover how emerging tools can enhance our practice while considering their ethical 
implications, benefits, and challenges. This presentation will highlight the best tools available, 
their impact on our work, and best practices for safely inputting and managing information. 

 
Speakers: 

 
●​ Greg Siskind (Memphis, TN) (DL) 
●​ Lucy Lu (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Pamela Peynado (Norcross, GA) 
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3:30 PM - 3:35 PM | 5-MINUTE BREAK  
 

3:35 PM - 4:35 PM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

EMPLOYMENT  TRACK (Lullwater 1-2)    

H-1B Cap Exempt, Concurrent Employment, and Treaty Countries 
 

Congress deemed certain institutions worthy of an H-1B cap exemption because of the direct 
benefits they provide to the United States. We will discuss which entities can file a H-1B 
cap-exempt petition, and how a for-profit employer may still benefit from the cap exemption. RFE 
trends and the required evidence. Also, how has the use of Concurrent Employment 
opportunities entered the chat as a strategy to get employees work authorization when not 
selected in the lottery. 

 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Robert Lee (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Kristen Crovello (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Christine F. Rodriguez (Atlanta, GA) 

FAMILY TRACK (Emory Amphitheatre) 

Cuban Parole: Charting New Horizons 
Overview of the Humanitarian Parole Program for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, and 
Venezuelans. Panelists will describe parole issues, the legal landscape post I-220A lawsuits, 
and issues following the recent changes to CHNV programs.  

  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Danielle Claffey (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Mark Prada (Miami, FL) 

 
REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5) 
 

Advanced Trial Skills: Meet the Judge 
 

How to voir dire? How to introduce evidence? How to lay foundation in testimony? Learn about 
these and more trial skills from the perspective of a former immigration judge.  

 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Carolina Antonini (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Randall Duncan - Retired Immigration Judge (Atlanta, GA) 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

T-Visa Essentials and Insights on New Regulations 
 

What is human trafficking? What types of fact patterns do you look for?  How is it different from 
the U visa?  When does domestic violence and labor exploitation become trafficking? Panelists 
will provide an overview of the new regulations. 
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Speakers: 
 

●​ Joanna Delfunt (Cumming, GA) (DL) 
●​ Elizabeth Zambrana (Decatur, GA) 
●​ Jennifer Hamamoto (Atlanta, GA) 

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT TRACK (Please note location change - Hickory) 
 

I'll bet you can meditate even though you think you can't!  
 

Yoga/Meditation 
 

Speakers: Marshall Cohen (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 

4:35 PM - 4:45 PM |15-MINUTE TRANSITION BREAK  

4:45 PM - 6:15 PM | HAPPY HOUR @ WISTERIA LANE 

Join us for a networking happy hour at Wisteria Lanes, located in the 
South Wing of the Conference Center. Don’t miss the announcement 
about the Passport and Bingo Card raffle winners during the event! 

 

____________________________________ 
 
DAY TWO: SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2025 (HALF-DAY) 
 
7:00 AM - 8:00AM | REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST  

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
EMPLOYMENT TRACK (Lullwater 1-2)    

Seasons of Change: H-2A and H-2B Seasonal Workers 
 A lot of practitioners ignore these visas, but in certain industries, they are absolutely vital. What 
is the process for getting approvals in these categories, and how are foreign nationals restricted 
once entering the US in these statuses? 
 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Kristen Wilson (Austin, TX) (DL) 
●​ Jay Ruby (Atlanta, GA)  
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REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5)  
 

Last Stops Before the Plane Takes Off: Motions to Reopen, Stays, and Deferred Action 
  
What options exist for clients with final removal orders? Panelists will cover the strategic use of 
motions to reopen, ICE stays, and deferred action. The discussion will center on boots-on-the 
ground experiences of practitioners in Georgia and Alabama. 
  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Eric Adams (Atlanta, GA) (DL)  
●​ Giovanni Diaz (Smyrna, GA) 
●​ Sui Chung, Executive Director of Americans for Immigrant Justice (Miami, FL) 

 

FAMILY TRACK (Emory Amphitheatre)  

Consular Processing Uncovered: Reinstatement, LegalNet inquiries, and Nonreviewability 
 
Your client is stuck at the consulate - how to help? Panelists will lay out strategies for best 
consular practices. The discussion will center on reinstatement requests and how to make them, 
the best use of LegalNet inquiries, and will explain the doctrine of consular non-reviewability. 
  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Carrie Toth (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Edivette Lopez-Benn (Woodstock, GA) 
●​ Hannah MacNorlin (Atlanta, GA) 

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

SIJ Predicate Orders: Georgia & Alabama 
 

How can we help our child clients?  Panelists will cover SIJ predicate order basics in the one-parent 
custody context. The session will center on detailed jurisdictional, venue, service and other preliminary 
requirements. Panelists will also discuss trial strategies and case law updates. 
  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Joy Smith (Tucker, GA) (DL) 
●​ Eszter Bardi (Atlanta, GA)  
●​ Andrea Landers (Atlanta, GA) 

9:00 AM - 9:05 AM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 

9:05 AM - 10:05 AM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
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EMPLOYMENT TRACK (Lullwater 1-2)    

Skipping to the Front of the Line: EB5 After the RIA 
 
In 2022, the EB-5 program completely changed, and now more foreign nationals based in the 
US than ever have been filing EB-5 applications with a concurrent AOS. For Chinese and Indian 
foreign nationals, this is often a way to combat a lifelong wait for a Green Card in the EB-2 and 
EB-3 categories. What does it take for an EB-5 application, and how to handle 
questions about it from your clients. 
 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Ahmed Khan (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Sam Radin (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Beeraj Patel (Gainesville, VA) 

  

REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5) 
 

Mastering INA 212(h) Waivers 

Discover options for your client whose criminal history triggered a ground of inadmissibility! 
Panelists will discuss basic requirements for INA § 212(h), which inadmissibility grounds are 
waivable, discretionary factors, criminal and LPR disqualifiers, and case law development. 
  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Johanna Cochran (Duluth, GA) (DL) 
●​ Jessica Palumbo (Tucker, GA) 
●​ Nicole Weitnauer (Atlanta, GA) 

FAMILY TRACK (Emory Amphitheatre) 

Denied N-400 - Now What? 
 

Presenters will discuss the roadmap of decisions post-denial: When do you leave an N-400 at 
the denial? When do you appeal to the agency?  When do you go to federal court? What other 
options do applicants have and what to do if an NTA is issued. 
  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Aundrea Roberts (Lawrenceville, GA) (DL) 
●​ Zainab Alwan (Duluth, GA) 
●​ Jameel Manji (Decatur, GA) 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

J-1 Visas: Bridging Cultures and Career Opportunities 
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Description: This panel will offer an in-depth introduction to J-1 visas, including on-the-job 
training, exposure to American culture, cultural enrichment programs, language classes, and 
practical language use 
  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Andrew Wizner (Hartford, CT) (DL) 
●​ Ariana Bovell (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Aimee Clark (Atlanta, GA) 

10:05 AM - 10:10 AM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 

10:10 AM - 11:10 AM | BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

EMPLOYMENT TRACK (Lullwater 1-2)    

Leveraging EB-1 and EB-2 National Interest Waivers for Immigration Success 
 
Hot Topics, RFE Trends, Practical Tips and Creative Solutions. Setting up your consultation and 
intake process for success; How to use AI ethically to be more productive; Developing the 
proposed endeavor and case strategy; how to choose and strategize between options - what are 
the pros and cons to weigh. When is an EB-1 easier than an Eb-2 NIW 
 
Speakers: 
 

●​ Audra Doyle (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Elissa Taub (Memphis, TN) 
●​ Barbara Kihumba (Atlanta, GA) 

 
REMOVAL TRACK (Lullwater 3-5) 

 

Crimmigration in Removal Proceedings 
 

What are the criminal grounds of inadmissibility? What about reason to believe? What is the 
categorical approach? Apply the categorical approach to a GA statute. Please limit discussion to 
removal cases. 

 

Speakers: 
 

●​ Emily Davis (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Jenny Hernandez (Atlanta, GA) 
●​ Jessica Stern (Atlanta, GA) 

 

FAMILY TRACK (Emory Amphitheatre) 
 

Truth Matters: Tackling Misrepresentation Issues 
 

What is a willful and material misrepresentation for immigration purposes and what are your 
client's options? When is a waiver needed versus when to include a brief about what occurred 
was not misrepresentation? Panelists will lead a nuanced discussion on how to fight 
misrepresentation in family- and humanitarian-based applications. 
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Speakers: 
 

●​ Alexis Ruiz (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Maura Finn (Smyrna, GA) 
●​ Killa Marti (Atlanta, GA) 

FUNDAMENTALS TRACK (Oak Amphitheatre)  

Mandamus & Declaratory Actions 
 

We know that federal litigation works, but how do you get the ball rolling? Panelists will dissect 
the components of pleadings and share effective strategies for litigating your delayed cases. 

  
Speakers: 
 

●​ Beth Persky (Atlanta, GA) (DL) 
●​ Leslie Diaz (Duluth, GA) 
●​ Kristen Shepherd (Athens, GA) 

11:10 AM - 11:15 AM | 5-MINUTE BREAK 

11:15 AM - 12:15 PM | JOINT SESSION 
So I Missed a Deadline, Now What? (Ethics CLE Credit) 
 
Experts in from the removal, family, and employment tracks will share insights on ethical obligations in 
missed deadline scenarios 
 
Speakers: 

●​  Peter Tadeo (Peachtree Corners, GA) (DL) 
●​  Eli Echols (Duluth, GA) 
●​  Sarah Owings (Atlanta, GA) 
●​  Nisha Karnani (Atlanta, GA) 

12:15 PM - 12:45 PM | LUNCH SERVICE 

Please grab a plate from the Dining Hall and proceed to the Lullwater 
Ballroom for the final joint session of the day. 

12:45 PM - 1:45 PM | JOINT SESSION 
Criminal Justice Act Workshop 
 
This hands-on workshop will consist of a combination of know-your-rights best practices and strategies for 
defending our clients against wrongful ICE arrests. The workshop will also walk us through how to register as a 
Criminal Justice Act attorney and defend immigrants at no cost to them in Federal Court. In a world where ICE has 
directives to criminalize our clients, it is ever so important to have the tools to ensure that our clients have access 
to legal representation in federal court. 
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Speakers: 
 

●​ Andrew Nietor (San Diego, CA) (DL) 
●​ Rekha Sharma-Crawford (Kansas City, MO) 

________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

 
Written Materials & PowerPoints 
https://tinyurl.com/5bbv3pd4  
 

Conference Survey  
https://tinyurl.com/59nfyex6   
 

CLE Survey 
https://tinyurl.com/yjz3yxtu 
 
Please note that in order to receive CLE credit, regardless of jurisdiction(s) admitted, you must 
fill out the CLE survey by Monday, March 10, 2025. Failure to do so will result in not receiving 
credit. 
 
Georgia (CLE approved):  
Practitioners may receive up to 12 CLE hours total, 
including:  

●​ 1 hour of Ethics CLE  
●​ 1 hour of Professionalism CLE  
●​ 3 hours of Trial CLE  
●​ 7 hours of General CLE 

 

Alabama (CLE approved): 
Practitioners may receive up to 12 MCLE hours 
total, including:  

●​ 1 hour of Ethics MCLE  
●​ 12 hours of General MCLE  

 

Other jurisdictions: Please indicate in the CLE survey that you are licensed in a state other than Georgia or 
Alabama to receive a certificate of attendance.. After the March 10 deadline, we will begin to email certificates 
to attendees so that attendees may request CLE credit from their jurisdiction.  
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MANY THANKS TO THE 2025 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 

 
● Eszter Bardi (Co-Chair)  
● Sonal Shah (Co-Chair)  
● Bethany Biswas  
● Matt Boles  
● Liann Campagne  
● Erin Elliott ​ ​ ​     
● Adriana Heffley  
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